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< in f letwoiks, Names bik! I ranspareui y 
A Ihiee I'm I Minlngy foi < Kil Region 

I it tins un 1 1 if i ireek Insutret lion 

< Ml I K« lusiVlly and Ihn Ulujojim Revolution 

i nil end Response: I ho lusurlei Hon to Come 

Aiini* hist viyneltes 

i '.ffit" lions on th" (jaza lo « .^ i r-»^f s Man h 



An introductory note 



I lie iii r -( Issue of lliil journal was i ompiled by a few individuals wiih a 
desire lo yel Lhis prober I off tlie yrouud. Wo hope that more people will 
pnyaqe themselves hy printing and distributiny the journal, writing 

nilti It^-. i"i future issues, arid r.ollw livisiny Hie ediliny and Inyr mi proi ess. 

Gel in touch wQrUsaiiUleUerftQphotni&iLcom 

I I in title of tliii i'ii I 'lit ;)ii" 1 1 Is up lni disi usslon. Wliil" some "I the 
original murmuis surrounding ilin idea "f a regionel anau hisl journal 

- nine In 'i it ili« nowly rouned Prairie I ire network, some liii'l ii difficult to 
unr lititnlly associate Willi the name 'Prairie I Ire;' thp « onuotations of 
wliii Ii nie spelled oul in the arlii le I Ui Netwotks, Names and 
I itiir./'tiinit y. While a debate i ivei names seems like a pool use <>| oui 
"ihmiiv, perhaps Iheie should be some moie thouyhl put into how (<>i if) 
we h It-niily ourselves. 

'•"in" would i>i p fei 1 1" i i" be rsso4 la led wilh any spei ifii organization 
Imyond those who i ieata lliis projei I. A main yonl Is lo i rente a Foiuni 
foi discussion on topics relevant lo anarchist 1 ( uireully, w i lioose 
I'Pgifinnl' ami 'a nan hist" as limits l<>i lhis piojei I, l"ii within lliose 
iHativpfy loose boundaries do we neei I furlhei iestii« lions/ 



1 1 > wards -'in f, v»'i f'vnlviiK| proje« i. 



"Wp have a fiipud who goes lo college in I awrence, wo wpip visiliny her.' 

I Muriel said. 



rhe officei told him he needed lo gel out of Hip car. Daniel complied. I le 
stood "ill iii tire < old for twenty minutes while the i op ran -'ill bis 
information. I In got a %B9 speeding lit ke( foi going (> ovei the speed 
limit on a desolate highway in the middle of nowhere. 

I thought about whal social control meant I he ability lo pull n ( Itizan 
over and Interrogate them about what Umy are Up to all because of a 
minor speeding Infraction really does seem excessive if you ihink aboul 
it. Nobody had guns 01 was smugfcliny drugs. Wo didn't even look oi a< t 
likp criminals. It seemed more like small town extortion Ulan protecting 
the pea< e. And foi thp rei ord, Daniel hadn't received a ti< kei foi 4 years 
until thai one. 

So it yoes. And as quickly as the journey lb Lawrence had started and as 
quit kly bs the marchers In Lawrerw a had taken to Hip streets wp were 
home and ba« k to normalcy in Omaha with Hie thoughts of thp man Ii 
linyeriny in oui heads and beating deep in our»hearts. 




Some people split oil theli own way hut a large cji oup of the proleslois 
walked togethei back to the Info Shop which is the lo< al alternative 
Information lihiaiy where dissenting views aie eiu ouiaged and a< ( epled. 

I he night endod aarly foi us and none of us thought it was ■ hust. We 
fell as if we had Finally had a breath oi fresh air. 

We live in a sot iely thai (list outages I eilaln kinds of dissent and 
economically bears down on its people as they iiy to survive pay* hec k to 
pay( hec k OI with even less. 

Kealily ran seem veiy futile at 1- ISO eveiy CO U pie ol weeks with no 
chance foi promotion 01 a raise and education costs even more money. 
Drugs heal down on the common man templing them like a diagou. 
Suicide runs through the youth and oui Native population at alarming 
rales. Alcoholism is a killer. The word hopeless often (Dines to mind. 

life Is hard if yoin parents and family don't have money, stuck Injobl 
that disappear like smoke, people robbing you for woiking at a fast food 
restaurant, waiting foi the bus, walking because you don't have a car and 
hying to S6< uie two weeks of food foi (25 Ol undei bears down on a 
soul. Hut your government just < ompares you to a third woild country 
and says, "see il ain't so had.' Hut it is when you go to bed hungiy and 
take your degree to a temp agent y to get soma work. 

We felt as if we linally had (onuades. We weren't alone In oui views. It 
look a trip to lawience, Kansas to understand that. 

Daniel, Will, Justin and 1 hade farewell to everyone and got on the road 
hark to Nebraska. On 6ui return trip we were pulled over In Auburn, 
Nebraska for going (> miles over the speed limit on the highway outside 
of town. 

I he offlcei risked us wheie we weie going and wheie we had rome from, 
railing him we had just exercised free speech and come from an 
anarchist march that was protesting the very existence, effectiveness and 
motive of the police was out of the question. Nobody felt like doing a 
stint In county jail that lata at night or had the money to hail anyone out. 



On Networks, Names and 
Transparency 



I he recent anti-police man h in I awrenc e, Kansas seems to have been a 
sue cess on many levels. I ioiii all appearances, the ( lowil determined its 

own goals and accomplished ihem in spite of pollt e Intimidation. A 
fiamework was developed which facilitated experiments In desire and 
capacity, while maintaining separate spheres of comfort! No arrests weie 
made and momentum was (allied forward. I his is an example to he 
emulated: lessons of the past taken into at count, failures avoided, 

successes replicated and expanded. 

i 

less encouraging was the post-mert h communication, cataloged on the 
Interweb. Three points stand out: mention of "the blossoming I'ralrie I lie 
anarchist network," a list of cities from which comrades (raveled to attend 
the event, and to a lessei degiee, the rhetoric used in advertising and 
explaining the event. 




A single spCfrk can start a prairie fire. 

Mao Ise I iinij 

Prairie lire: The Politic, of Revolutionary Anti- 
Imperialism 

I ho Wealhei Undeiyiound 



My attaching the Prairie Fire name to the actions described in the 
repoilback, the awlhois unfortunately repent ruistakos malle In the past 
that ltd lo veiy real conseguences. Worse still || that those mistakes do 
not belong Id (history hooks hut to* our veiy lives. Some of us have lived 
through a mik| police repression based entirely on the association of an 
ruganlzed body of anarchists with militant street demonstrations. II 
would seem fhnt Piniile I ire is setting itself up for B similai fate. 

Ih" heal em ounleied by individuals associated with the Greet Plains 
Anar thill Network pales in comparison to what we know the State has 
within its aisenals. Nonetheless, the FBI In joint operation! with state and 

lot al low enfon emenl ageni i<'s were nh|p to SOW hysteria, paranoia, 
pamly/imj fear, and disruption within our ranks. Suppose we had been 
I he la i gel of a more focused repressive effort. Similarly, the < riminal 

n< livily mentioned In the leportback in question is limited to failure to 
obey, traffic violations, and minor vandalism. The PB1 is probably not too 
Worried about such things (but they may very well keep them on their 
ladar). Imagine what would have happened had the man h transformed 
Into something a bit moie potent. Issenlially, the point is that If 
anaif.hists are Interested in semi public (read non-clandestinp) 
gatherings and organizations then Ihey should wear differenl hats while 
engaging in cilmiual activity, 

I 
( )iw possible argumenl for the iru fusion of this link between a specific 
group and a specifl< act Is that one Inay desire In make a name for one's 
sHf (01 group) lo gain publicity and iheoieiii ally Interest from 
sympathetic outsiders. Indeed, the insistence upon pla< ing an acronym at 
the masthead of relationships lhat i omprlse an expanded so< iel network 
poind towards a desire i" get known. 
I 



I Ira police carefully followed behind the marchers. Ihey tried to exliacl 
information from me as I was taking pictures. I croui bed down behind 
the marchers In an ocean of red and blue lighted sirens flashing, lo 

f aptuie a shot, when an officer with blond hair, a female, asked me if 1 
knew what was going on. 

"No," I lied. "I work for the Kansas City Star and I am here on assignment. 

I don't know any of Ihese people." 

"Well maybe you could find out who is In ( haige and where they are 
going and let us know. We just want to protect them," she said. "I hey 
might listen to you," she coaxed. 

"Sine," I said and thanked them for not beating anyone up yet. 
I wasn't Having it though. I was too busy. I had to keep up with the 
marchers, 

I be poli< o did not lead with aggression to the marchers, They merely 
tiled to quarantine them. And the march went off without a hitch and 
nobody got arrested. 

I he oops got nervous when the marchers convened at theipoiice station. 
It seemed things might get dangerous but as soon as the marchers 
reei lied the police station they once again vepied, trying to shake Hip 
polite 01 perhaps the organizei realized everyone was about to get the 
living day lights peppered and beat out of them. 

Aflei an houi and half of protesting and being greeted with hostility by 
the people of I awieiw e foi enacting the light lo fieedom of speech the 
man hers convened near where a black militant was shot and killed by 
police dining the 1.970's. 

It was a sobering end lo the man h. 



"We a< t omplished what we set out to do in solidmily today," laid the 
march's organizer. I le said that none of us should walk home alone and 
that evpiyonp should shake hands with someone they have never met. 
Names and e-mail addresses weie exchanged and friends were made in 
solidarity deep in the heart of the United States, 



This ( iowcI understood how unpopulai they weie but H didn't matter. 
rhere was conviction. 1 heie was faith. I heie was a hope to he heard and 
to ( on front a leallly that was complacent for most. I he word "shatter" 
< nines to mind. 

I he speaker finished end told everyone to grab a sign, leaflet, drum or 
banner. I Ifc urged people to he bmve and speak loudly, to stay tight, not 
to fight and moil of all to let their vole es he heard. 

Iwo men began to heal on upside down hut kels and tou.hes were 
lighted. Signs with slogans like, "Stop Police lliulality" rind "From (la/a to 
Greece" weie hoisted Into the air and the group walked directly into the 
middle of traffic blocking husses and t ars. 

The protestors marched from South Park to Kentucky Street in the Oiedd 
neighborhood! down Massachusetts Street and Into downtown Lawrence. 

I he hist poll* e confrontation came qui< kly as squad tars surrounded the 
marchers and asked them to stop man hing rind get out of the street. 



"Maybe we can talk about this?" a large, huily male eop suggested. Me 
was met with loud angiy shouts from the i iowd. Nobody wanted to Ih Ik 
about anything with them. 

I he ( rowd began to < hant, "What's the reaction? Direct ActlonP 
" What's the solution? Fucking revolution!" 

And the poll* a were Ignored as marchers shouted "Fuck the policel" 

I he man It went on for an houi and half and snaked through Lawreiu e. 
As soon ris the police thought they had found out the route the marchers 
< hanged direction. It was sort of <i cet and mouse grime. 

I he people in downtown I awrence weie greeted with a spectacle many 
of them had nevei seen, dame day had just finished and the local Jay 
I lawks weie vi< Unions. I he sheets were a sea of hlue and over the hill 
came a large group of angry anarchists taking to the streets, carrying 
ton lies and demanding their message he heard, 



While this matter could he seen as ri question of opinions, the linkage of 
illegality and publicity is another thing altogether. In addition to being a 
recipe for becoming taigets of state repression, this Is a possible 
trajectory towards the path of specialized aimed snuggle (the terrain of 

authoritarians). Usually such manifestations operate clandestinely and 
not openly. II is not, however, enough to meiely do away with secret y 
and claim an Inherent distlni lion between 'us' and the ubiquitous armed 
reformists. Our ends require entirely different means. 

This brings us to the last point: what separates us from the I oninlst sec ts? 
If we name ourselves after their position papers and quotes from theii 
little red books; if we uncritically lepeat their language of anti- 
imperialism and demands dime led at the state; if we fetishise their forms 
(rocket attacks, guenilla warfare, unions, mass organizations); in wh.it 
sense are we different/ While these points may be hypeibolir, the Intent 
is to point out some very real questions that deserve to be addressed: 

What are our aims? 

Whcit methods might facilitate their realization? 

What methods might Inhibit them? 
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Please, think of this not as a 
personal attacik, but as a 
friendly critique aimed at the 
production of a more 
c oherent anan hist analysis 
and a iiuutt potent pun III « 
In revolt. We need more 

friends not more enemies. 

There's enough of the lattei 

already, 



A Three Part Strategy for Our 
Region 



wh*»n thinking a bin I oui region (whethei i ailed the Great Plains, the 
Midwest, 01 the I tear Hand) It's sometimes difficult to see the potential 
thai exists here for a thriving, well-connected and rooted anarchitt or 

anti-euthorltar|an community striving lowauls a project <>f insurrection, 
I hough some communities have struggled i" maintain on-going 
anar< hist projects and Infrastructure for years, It's been Isolated to n few 

poi kets (if hnidwoiking and dedicated individuals. In this part of the 
country the re, aft so ninny fiilficultie*: woikiny against us, not least of 
which Is the conseivative and oflen hoslllrj < llmate In whir.li we find 
ourselves and lha < onsistent rclo( ation of many of oui most talahtad and 
i riliral fi lends to othei mora "attractive" places with perceived diversity 
nncl well established communities of resistant a. I he line of the "t oasts 1 ' 
has foi a long lime been something t>> contend with. 

Vol despite ihe odds, anan hist < ommunitles do exist, and they seem to 
I" 1 growing and strengthening In the last year. Both expefiem ad and 
in- ently radicalized folks are coming togathnr to woik on new piojer is 
end there seems to lie excitement and energetic fpivoi wiieie it didn't ■ 
pxisl hefoip. I lie conventions last summer and Various conveigences 
have bioughl many new people Into Ihe fold and \\\e | fealjctn of the 
neiwoik Pmlrle I lie similarly hai provifi to he a catalyst foi many, 
stimulating ol'l pfcjjet Is and energizing folks to *lail new ones. 

in order to sucl aed In establishing and expanding long-term 
Insurrer tionaryj anti-authoritarian projects and communities where ienl 
affinity nnd trust exists, I fpel an Intentional strategy must be 
implemented. J/Ve peed a wpII established network of people ready to 
wel» miifl newcomers with on« going proje< is for them to get involved in. 
Ihe strategy ol a< guiilng anti-authoritarian infiastun turn, ( reating salf- 
riiiei led piojef. ts (whfitevei they may he) and at tat king Ihe Institutions of 
oppiesslon whir h seek to dominate and If ne< essaty destroy us, is really 
i|niir> n simple strategy but ii needs to be explained and elaborated 
upon. 



Everyone was supposed to he gathering at a paik on lha outside of 
downtown l)y a police Station. Ihe protest was at nighl and this was a 
serious confusion for us. 

All our protests, in ( )maha, had been during the day hut then again all of 
oui protests had been on the side of a streel trying to get people who 
agieed Willi us lo honk at us. Worthless. 

We all approached the park through a field of soft green grass and saw 
over !)() people gathering hy a large white gazebo. 

1 1 iey were galheied In a semi l ircle aiound a man dressed in a Mac k 
hooded sweat shirt and hlue jeans. I le wasn't that I all I ml his voir p 

boomed. 

"Tonight we gather in solidarity," he said. 

I le spoke stirringly of the violence in Gaza against Palestinians, Hip 
minder of an anarchist youth in Gree< e which set off rioters for nearly 
two weeks of confrontation with riot polk a and about a young man shot 
and killed hy police in Oakland, California. 

Hip group was a mix of people from I awrenre who had either lost Iheii 
jobs 01 weie living pay< heck to paycheck and ihey were supported hy 

other like-minded Individuals in similar situations who traveled from 
Kansas City and Omaha. 

Everyone prepared themselves for what was about to happen during his 
speei h. Every single person had war fac es on and some had disguised 
their Identities with bandana's and hoods. 

I here was no mistaking the seiious air in Ihe paik that night. Nobody 
was treating this as a practical joke 01 a good time. All of these people 
gathered under ideals that aip unpopular and widely misunderstood by 

most Americans. 



Years of demonizing Ihe word anarc hist and Interchangeably using it 
with the word terrorist have skewed the understanding of t Itlzens so far 
thai they refuse lo listen to opposing viewpoints or different ideals whir h 
aie the very backbone and spine of free speer h. 



[hey all listened to the right music, had tattoos and hung out with the 
right people. One kid kept Biking us to name our favorite bonds. Will, 
Daniel and Kistlll toyed with these people. Atone point somebody 
slatted making fun of Conner < )beisl, an over rated native of Omaha. 

Will laughed and said, "You making fun of him but your hall ll cut exactly 
the same way." We I a ug he'd and the leather bound trendster blushed. 

"Fll< k ll," someone thought. Will and Daniel asked if the people we weie 
sitting with had heard about the protest They had but said they weren't 
coming be< ause they weren't man hlsts. "But It's about protesting police 
brutality ami oppressive governments," Will said "and you don't have to 
be an man hist to be against that." Nobody was interested in the protest. 
I hey liked music and ad. 

Everyone was having a gieal tune and we drank Until the bars dosed dl 2 
in the morning. We all drunkenly plied Into cars and took off on the 
adventure of following Cat to her house. Somehow we kept up with her. 
Exhausted and soused I passed out on her floor. 

I he nexl day came on strong and quick like a migraine. A hangover 
plagued me all day. We went downtown anil walked around, in and oill 
i>( shops thai weie selling, selling, selling different identities. 

I pulled Will to the side and said, "You know man, if this protest turns out 
to be bust we should just get on the load early." 

I la agreed. I he grounds for a bust were a bunch of people with signs 
standing on the side of the road Jumping Up and down and yelling 
messages like lemmings falling off a goddamn cliff. 

I he uncertainty giew with the day a\\(.\ rose with the temperature which 
was a beautiful 45 to SO degiee clay in the middle of winter in the head 
of the Midwest. 

Aflei killing hours walking aimlessly around, we ended up at the RePlay 
again. It was time to piep and find out If this protest was going to be a 
bust. We all knocked hac l< three Pablt Blue Ribbons 01 so and headed 
out to the protest. 



We need spaces liberated from the teniae les of the shite and < dpilal. We 
need places to live in, to I ongiegate In, and to leain in. Squats, Infeshupi 
and social centers, land based projects, owned houses and uibau 
collectives. Spaces in which to establish the kind of wodd we seek, nowl If 
the shit hit the fan tomorrow, where would you go7 Is it not desirable to 
live communally now, for Its own sake and <is resistant e to the forces that 

seek to Isolate ami disempowei US? Divide and longuoil " I he baiui. ki, 
the hospital, the prison, the asylum, and the retirement home aie the 
only forms of collective living allowed," slates the I lench insuuei tionaiy 
essay, Cult. Collective living begins the most bask process of sharing, 
mutual aid, c onfllct resolution and ( ommunlty on a small Intimate si ale. 
It builds affinity and trust to share a residence with otheis, with many. 
Die Black Panthers lived and worked ifi collectives, they organized 
Infiastiui ture projei ts to feed and house theli < ommunities. Hint's 
something to Inspire us. I ikewlse, the Catalans in « ities like Han alone had 
sin h well established social centers In virtually eveiy neighborhood that 
social revolution and collet livkation was made possibletoi a while 
dining the Spanish ( ivil Wai. 

It can be said that the pigs don't have lai to look when eveiyone lives 
under one roof, Well, we need to expand OUI (ommunities Into many 
i ollectives of all sods. And it's a risk worth taking. When neatly eveiy 
square ini h of our woild is under the dominion Of the stale oi i apilal ll 
becomes that much more ne< essary to begin tipping the s(ales, to nerve 
out or liberate what territory we can. ■ 



Projects 



By piojects l mean lelfrdlreeted, unalienated projei la whi< h both 
strengthen anti-authoritarian movements and work toward the 
destruction of capitalism and hierarchy In all its manifestations. Projects 

that we engage in because we want to; because they make us feel alive, 
useful, and empowered. 1 hose with an obvious disi onnect 01 sepaiutlou 
from us and the objei live, often make us feel stagnant, oveiwoiked, 
alienated, and even disempoweied. I hat's why acllvisl "< .impaigns" often 
tend to leave us feeling unsatisfied even when we "win."' • 



When [think of priqjocts I gel excited. Nieycan be anything teally, the 
IfTiptittsnl pari is ihat wp don't engage In them from any sOfl of guilt, or 
feelings of obligation, whir h ( haiacterb.es much of leftisl * ( tivism. 
i rlui atlonal projects like anarfihlsl itudy groups, film series, 01 
propaganda boxes left all over the city, can be fun and fulfilling, Borne 
folks in Lawreriea arid Oklahoma City have been tabling a1 gun shows to 
offei soma differ* it perspectives, which counter the rlghtwlng 
nationalistic parapet Hva whir h tandi to dominate gun culture generally 
in the united ?>ia«es, projects ran ho anything from" self-defense classed 
in lournall sin h as the Incendiary Wai OnMistryftom St. Louis* It's nol 
my mIih to list nil the possible activities one < an engage in hut rather 
demonstrate tho value of initiating . reatlve projects, which meet your 
own nomis and the needs ofyoui community. 
i 

Attack 



Ihere aia forces of oppression dfeslroylng our communities, our 

humnnily and Our ecosystems. In addition to holh community rind 
Infiaslructura building and aboveground transparent proje« is, we need 
to see mom ( landestine actions, rhere should he ceaseless attacks on the 
state find capitalist property, A broken bank window speaks for itself. 
Property damage just frustrates stability and the Illusion of security, and 
It ( osts Ihem money. 

He sides nighttime a< livities, sabotage at work hits Ihem where It hints. 
I teliherately working slow, "misplacing" obje< is at work or any other 
nuinhfi ofdisi mi<> attar ks hint capitalism and should be carried nut 
whanevei possible". Attn ks, whk h me simple, easily duplicated and 
highly visible Ihspifa others to follow suit. Insurrection spreads find 
actions insp'ne, just look at Greece and the global response to It. 

Iliough recently tilere havp been countless solidarity a< rions and media 
<dunls woildwide, that should he happening always and eveiywhem. And 
let's hope it doesnfl lose sipam in tho months to corns). 

i hough wo stdvp for a total so< ml transformation and the destruction of 
oppiPssive (ones, Insurrection alone won't be enough, Insurrection is a 
ia< H», the most direst one for eliminating those institutions which am 

grinding us into dust. 



Downtown Lawrence was a long strip of hais, lights, restaurants, music 
store!, hook sloies, people in blue, old homeless men and women 
panhandling in dooiways and establishments that sold Kansas ( Ity Jny 
I lawk appaiel. I awience is a true college town. 

We spent the night in a blui of $1.73 I'nhsl Blue Ribbons, $1.00 shots of 
whiskey and thick cigarette smoke. 

The bar we went to in I awrence was called the RefMay. It took up the 

corner Of an entire city blo<k. We got to it through a sedes of 

' obblestOne alleys that run through I BWrenr e and had to pay a $5 cover. 

I he bar was split up into two looms. One half had a siagp, the bar, an 

AIM and a tuige assortment of pin ball machines. There was a band 

playing and I don't know who they wem, hut I do know they weren't 

talented. 

I yeless people bobbed to the musir ns if the fat I that they weie there, at 
that moment, in that place, stuck concretely in lime with no chance for 
change was the right plat a to be. Nothing matteied hut acrceptanc p to 
iIipsp people. It constituted Lheii world, (heap look a like musk and 
al< ohol was all they needed. Anything else wasn't cool and theiefoia not 
worth it. 

I he othei half of the bai was an open heei garden with a few tables and 
behind a small wall separating the bai from the rest of the mom was a 
huge did . outtyard surrounded by a wooden patio that held a large 
number of wooden pit ni< tables. 'I he setup lemindnd me of an an< ient 

Greek compound-where Odysseus tricked men who tried to steal his wife 
into a violent death of revenge for all the troubles he oncounleied In this 
foul wodd. 



People were scattered all around the courtyard smoking, drinking and 
howling empty thoughts at an empty moon. 

I he night was a lluny of ( haraclers, Everyone wanted to know if the boy: 
fiom Omaha weie in a band. We laughed at them every time they 
risked. I here were a plethora of scenesters at this place. Ihere wpip 
people dressed in leather jackets with tight black pants, wearing 
handkeichlefs and (onveise sneakers. 



then the cither woman who was short and skinny with long black hall 
that hung down her bach said, "Don'l worry about her she is tough 
be< ausa she's en ex marina.* 

"Ex-army," the oilier woman corrected. 

I hat's when Daniel < himed in and said, "We are a hand and aie ac tually 
called l:x II. 1 .. Anny Marine." I don't think he could help himself. II was 
funny ami evaiyhody laughed. 

"No smoking put eithei," the shoil fat woman at the desk snarled. 

Carol led ns Ihiuinjh the halls. I hey weie long, while and reminded me of 
a hospital. I ha light was stale hot steille. Ian doors were proportionally 
plai ad about ten feet apail cm each side (if the hallway. None of the 
doois had any decorations on them like dorm rooms usually have except 
foi what had to he Carol's mom. Iheie was a picture of a Red Winged 
hiid on her door. She had the only |)l< lure on any door that 1 saw lite 
whole time 1 was theie. 

Carol's loom was in the hear! of the concrete box. Her mom was 
decently si/ed with a linoleum flool and unusually high ceilings. I he one 
wall that had a window was painted mauve. " Dial's so we don't kill 
purselves/ Carol laughed when we asked her why only one wall was 
painted. 

We quickly formed a plan. We needed something to do. there was no 
way any one of us wanted to stay in the dorms that night. After all, We 
weien't even allowed to. 



Carol informed us that her friend Catherine might he willing to put us up. 
She met us in front of the I laskell dorms. She was a quiet girl and asked 
that we call her Cat. She was short, had long Jet, black hair and a silent 
smile. 

We struggled to follow them through town. Cat sped through yellow 
lights and look quick turns. Daniel did his hest to keep up and It always 
seemed that just as we lost Cat we found her slowing down and waiting 
for us at the next c omen 



I he cliche goes, "the stale won't just wither away, it must he allai ked.' 
Ihat lactic needs accompaniment of radical infiasliuc line building anc 
day-to day effort to ueate now what we desiie to see. 




Notes on the Greek 
Insurrection 

I he anarchist menac e residing in Creec e has swelled lo Hie point of Ileal 
bursting. It is time again lo speak of motion, theirs whii h is alio ouis, as 
ti tangible entity In the proi ess, of being reborn. With theii diamalk 
push-bac k against the tides of repression the Greek anarchists have 
made a move foi an opening in which to explore possibilities. We 
attempt lo move with them, yet we lack < apac ily. We desire a similai 
hieathing mom here in this place, yet we are eveiywheie closed in upon 



iii I he recent uprising, mobile phones weie used to n< livate networks of 
RMflM hist affinity groups moments afiei Alexandroi Grigoropuloi'i 

death . II mollis Ihete was no debate over Appropriate acts, only the 

Instini i fortius ttfiywlllpay. Thatwlthln days, Gree< e's cities find towns 
played hosl to violent attac ks on banks, pdlk e stations and commercial 
dishic is as well as bank aded thoroughfares, oa uplad high s< hools and 
universities ipeaksto the capacity foi such things built byoui comrades 
hall a WOlltJ away, through yeais of doting, sabotage .ind prat tic l| 

solidarity with vaiions dispossessed other!, they have not only area tad a 

larya milieu that favors tonfionlalion, hul also, they have managed td 
lns< lihe Hip knowledge and expedence of raVbll &fl thell bodies ami in 
Ihalr lives, 

10 allow Alexis's death to pass unchecked would have been fatal for 
olhois, anaichisl p not. A non-iespnnso mntely writes the polke a blank 
I h#i K, one that ran only be a is lied with time in jail cells and yraveyaids. 
lite explosive lesponse in the death of an anan hist at the hands of the 
police/ Hai ensuied that the nexl time a polic | offic ei enc ounleis one of 
ill ihi Ihe streets of I'atrnsor Ihev-wiloniH he will do so with the meinoiy 

"I a liurnad -"it i iiy - enter and a scorched job site, (ly attacking 

/<•'"< foully, we hiihl llw hands o/ ///me who would pivsuuu' lo ronliol us. 
Yftl wllh all biles not fully chewed conms Ifldlgestion. The i reation "fa 
more repressive and what's Worse, less obviously sinislm so< ial 
atmosphere is emu possible ouh ome of llie iec ent events in Greet e. 
Almady Ihe led bulc hers aie c hoiliping at the hit to wield [>owei, as 

always, in the name of ihe people while ihe conservative government 
exposes its fascist inclinations. I oitunetely oui Greek c omredes aie evei 
viyllnnl and show no signs of maladin. 



I hey bnve huill up pie. ions entl bodies ovei ihe years; fighting the fire 
- ■ ' repression with something a bil more explosive; a meeting of violence 
and sodality, a polling of oxygen, accelerant, and spark. 

Hut what olhei r n||er live inemoiies luu/e enabled lb" i ec ent expiessions 
of joyous rage? FftJlll whence does this eruption Spring? And how can we 
■diate In the bounty/ 



1 A rtgnlflfAtf detail that Illustrates ihp gap between such structures iliern and 
ilwii coiiiiitM|iniis |icu>, imi one thai iii ihe some time provides ;i reasonnbln 
u'liii'cly. Dli'llsi' 



Orion was above ihe horizon staring at an Inconsequential car, speeding 
through time, on a long highway that stretched through the head of the 
United Slates. I lis sword seemed poised lo stiiko and visions of the world 
flashed through my mind. 

Anarchists in Greece had taken over the I.V. and radio stations. I hey 
fought with dot polke in gassed Streets. 

Israel teigned teuoi in Gaza during a two week war by using heavy 
handed foic e to lake retribution foi whai Israel celts I larnas's "reign of 
terror" which Is really a few bundled rockets here and theie that do not 
take many lives. 

that wai of heavy handed reckoning and hatred burned thousands of 
miles away from the Midwest as I tossed my cigarette and wondered If it 
would stad a fire. 



Ihe lights of I awience shined dimly on Ihe horizon. All of us woie tiled 
from travelling and Ihe woik week and weio relieved lo see those lights. 

Ihe streets of Lawrence were blight compared to Ihe darkness of Ihe 
journey south. We made our way through two blown stone columns on 

the edge of town and entered a dark neighborhood. We emoigecl from 
the shadowed alley of that sheet and into I leaked Indian College. 

It looked like a c ounty jail. Ihe building was square and dial). II looked 
like a big, sterile concrete box. This Is where Carol lived. 

The building lived up to its reputation as jailish. When we entered we 
weie g i eel eel by two women who played the good cop bad cop routine 
with us. One said hello and asked, "Aie you guys a band?" 

I hat caught us off guard but before we c ould enswei the small squat 
woman, who was silling down al Ihe c bee k in desk Informed us that 
there was no smoking, drinking 01 having fun in this building al all and 
thai we were to sign Ihe check in book and leave a form of identification 
at the front desk to be retrieved upon exiting the premises'. 

Wow. Welcome to I laskeli i thought. 



Reflections on the Gaza to 
Greece March 



Hie weathei in Omaha was changing as Daniel. Will, Justin and I met at 
the bar mi a I ilday afternoon in January. We had gathered for a road trip 
and had business to conduct. I his trip was not purely recreational. We 
weie heading south to Lawrence, Kansas foi a protest we had heard 
ehout through our friend ( arol who attends I laskell Indian College. 

None of us knew what to expect. We were going out on limb and we 
wanted to find out what this I awienc e scene was about. 

We weien't sine where we would slay. Carol had mentioned that the 
nrganizei of the event a\u\ the people at Solidarity Info Shop, an 
alternative library, might be able to find us a place to stay. 

Ihecai ride from Omaha lo Lawrence If 1 3 to 3 Vi hour drive through 

the < old winteiy plains of the Midwest. The land between seems desolate 
dl limes and small towns aie peppered through llu*lm»wnlsh -white 
countryside. I he land is lonely. 

I oi me it was haul to tell when 1 left Nebraska and entered Kansas. The 
only Immediate difference I could distinguish between the people ol 
Nebraska and Kansas was thecoloi of the shirts they wore on game day, 
hlue In Kansas and ted in Nebraska. 

People In the Midwest are prepared for lough, hitler wind blown winter. 
and stun hing hot summers. I hey believe in woik ethic and have siiong 
faith In theii convictions. 

I rolled down the window of the car to smoke a cigaiette somewhere 
deep in Kansas and the dark skies, shlned bright with more stars than I 
can evei lemembei seeing. Iheie were thousands of twinkling eyes in the 
sky. 



Clearly, social space is a key element in the mixture (from tixaichia to the 
Polytechnic), The occupation of public spaea serves not just to provide a 
plaee to rest and refuel dining the upheaval itself, but alio, as « common 
referenr « point foi thosa desiring to contribute to the upturned streets 
and disrupted plate glass. A spot to gather when shit goes down, a foi al 
point for the furious, a launch pail tor oui most ambitious of dreams] this 

but also a place to meet one another face to face, to Converse with ami 
to care lor each other. 

When i considering how to build oui ( apa< ity to hi t, nol as Ian bill as a 
thousand', this seems air appropriate place to begin. Social space, 
whether created by confrontation itself or simply with the aid of 
friendship, soi la I networks, and ihared activities, Is an essential element 
In fostering tha desire and ability to gel wild in other environments. It 
there Is a politick let the conversation ln< luda tha 1 1 mtext ol oui lives, Hie 
worlds we Inhabit, and the ways we might shape them together to 
resonate wilh our fantasies. If theie is a squat let it also be a spar a foi 
social inteiai tion pirated movie nights, pilfered dinners, illegallst dam a 
parties perhaps? 

There is the problem of numbers, this we < annot deny, bui there is also 
the problem ol quality. 5000 rebels whose only shewed experience of iisk 
and adrenaline is hanging a sheet bom the top of B building gels us n>< 
wheie. If we c lave the msh of steel bars meeting polll a cruisers, bile ks 
encountering bank windows, and flames embracing Improvised 
bloc kades then we must learn how to use oui bodies foi su< b tilings. 

In oidei to ad in moments of heightened stress, we iniisi prai He e. More, 
we must leam lo see, think, and be in those moments. Ibis too requites 
repetition. One does not attend their first demonstration confidently 
armed with petrol bomb and lead pipe. Wilh this in mind, and with an 
eye lo our current range of motion, we might r onsldei fhe street man h 
that ends on oui own lei ins with all participants Intact a small yet 
infectious victory. ' 



' When talking with frlendi shorn, (lie mm of the anarchist njovmneni In the US, 
mircpurstj has been conceptualized as an undulating wave, complete with c reals 
and valleys. 'Hits framework corresponds with the idea thai revolt Ii a constant 
merely manifesting wlili varied fitequenr les and wavelength! sdiosi geographic 

and temporal terrain. While' B thousand anarchists Inhabiting tint* city or town, 
may seem unreal, In Other limes and places Ii Is, was, Or will |ie so. 
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